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Joinl Legislative Audit Committee Review: Reg lllSi! for ~llldit 

Dear ('.hainnan Salas, 

We re-spectfully request the Joint Legislative Audit Ccmmittec (JLAC) authorize, n audit of the 
San C•iego County Sheriff's Department. Specifical y. we'd We to know why so nany inmates 
have died while in the Department's custody and wl· a l s1.eps arc being taken ensu ·~proper 
protocol. 

Local advocates and media have called attention to the danger;,-,us conditions and large number of 
suicides and other deaths in San Diego County jail f tciJ-ilies. ·r here is an extensi\ •: public record 
docunenting the tragic loss oflives, systemic failurc-s. a;1d ina, equacy of oversigl t. Families of 
those who have died have filed lawsuits alleging tha: 1.IK Couni y and jail staff act: ct with 
delibt rate indifference to inmates' serious mental heal th, medic al, and related net , Is. The 
settlements from these lawsuits have cost San Diego County ta'tpayers millions ol dollars. 
Further, San Diego Union Tribune conducted a compell ng six m:uth investigation ill':O San Diego 
Coun; y's jail mortality rate, the highest among Cali I :,rn ia 'slat 1_:.est county jail sy~ 1ems. The grim 
history shows no sign of waning. 

According to a 2018 report from Disability Rights California, f:-om 2014 to 2016. the 17 inmate 
suicide deaths in San Diego County far outpaced otter large C: ,Jifomia county jai l systems. For 
examJle, the Orange County Jail system had one suic:idc· and t~ e Riverside and S;i;ramento 
Couffy Jail systems each had three suicides during t 1is three ~: :ar period. Event! c Los Angeles 
Coun;y Jail system, which has an inmate population more than three times larger lhan the San 
Diegc County Jail population and a history of sign if cant prohl.:ms related to inac :quate suicide 
preve 1tion and treatment of people with mental heal t~. n,;:eds, h 1d eight suicide dt ; tths during this 
three-year period, less than half as many as San Die;~c• Count~,. San Diego Count: ·s jail inmate 
suicide rate has also vastly exceeded (by a factor of ; ) ti· e anr. ,. al inmate suicide I ate in 
California's State prison system (21.8 per I 00,000 f om 2013 t > 2016). 

Due t•J these shocking details, we respectfully ask tha1 the JL11• '::: approve this req ,. est to include 
the following dete1minations: 
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• Audit should cover the last 15 years. 

• What was the cause of death in custody and ·vhai: the I) !partment did to -e11sure inmate 
safety? 

• What were the allegations that led to lawsuit; and sub:Kquent settlements" 

• What was the race and age of the inmates wJ-o have die i while in custody', 

• What is Department protocol to ensure the s, fr:t:, of the r inmates: 
• In case of suicide, were department protocols fo lowed to ensure i11 :nate safety 
• In case of murder, were department potocols 1h II owed to ensure i: ' mate safety 
• In case of'•in custody/in transit death·", v.,ere d·~partment protocols followed to 

ensure inmate safety 

• What steps has the department taken to impr >ve inmate safety and when \ . ere those steps 
implemented? 

• What is the average amount awarded in wro, .g Fu.I death settlements in Sar Diego County 
and how do those settlement awards compar•: to i:ither c )unties in Califon · a? 

• Is there a disproportionate number of Black I ndigenou:>. People of Color i: eluded in the 
total number of inmate deaths? 

• In the year that County of San Diego's Citiz<·n:3' Law F 1forcement Revi•~· , · Board 
(CLERB) could not complete their work, ho1 v m;my c,.: es in total were rn ; ier review for 
that year? 

• What is CLERB doing to ensure that the Sheriff's depff tment is reviewini :'revising 
protocol to ensure inmate safety? 

• Does CLERB have enough staff and resourc,~s availabk to complete the v· .xk that 
they've been tasked with? 

• The San Diego Sheriffs Department oversees all deteri ion facilities in th,, county of San 
Diego. In other counties, certain localities o~erati: their )wnjail facilities ... ~parate from 
county and Sheriff Department facilities. Wi b t11is context, when conside: ng San Diego 
County facilities managed by the Sheriff's Depa11ment, how does the in-ct stody death 
rate in San Diego County compare to other C)tmt ies 111: , : alifomia where? 

• Has the in-custody death rate in San Diego County inc:· :ased over the per. , 1d reviewed 
(15 years)? How does that compare to historcal rates ir other counties? 

• What policies have the Sheriffs Department irnplemen ed as a result of p:13t settlement 
agreements and grand jury recommendatiom? What po icies have not bee! instituted by 



the department? Have any policies been susrend,xl, rev )ked or amended by the 
Department in a manner that is inconsistent with past Sdtlement agreemcr1 :s or grand jury 
recommendations? 

• Does the Sherifrs Department have policies in place th it delay or otherw :;e impair the 
delivery of care for inmate populations? Do any i:>f thosJ policies impact f- e ability of 
medical personnel to make decisions and tak:: ac·:ion th; Lt are in the best nwdical interest 
of inmates? 

Thank you for your consideration of this request. If you have , ny questions or re. uire further 
infornation, please contact Victoria Harris at 9 I 6-3 9-2079. 

Since:ely, 
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Assemblyrnember, 79th District Senate President r ro Tempore 

Senato1, 39th Dis1rict 
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